
A family drove to the Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
late one night after Copper, their year-old mixed 
breed, escaped from the backyard and came back 
hurt. He seemed stable, but X-rays revealed a 
diaphragmatic hernia — his organs had shifted into 
his chest cavity.

The case became a classroom. Fourth-year 
students worked through triage and stabilization. 
Anesthesia students learned what happens when a 
patient with a compromised diaphragm goes under 
sedation. ICU students tracked his recovery, 
reading subtle changes in his breathing. A resident 
scrubbed into her first diaphragmatic hernia repair.

Copper went home fully recovered. The students 
who worked on his case will carry what they 
learned into every emergency room, every operat-
ing suite, and every clinic they walk into for the rest 
of their careers.

This team does this every day. The new hospital 
doesn’t change who they are. It changes how many 
families get the answer they drove here for.

EVERY CASE IS A CLASSROOM

BUILT ON 
EXCELLENCE, 
EXPANDING INTO 
TOMORROW

You think about the surgeon. Her hands. 
Thirty years of training.

You think about the equipment, the 
specialists, the team that answers the 
phone at 2 a.m.

Now imagine what they do with a hospital 
built for the next 40 years, not the last 40.

Eight surgical suites instead of four. Room 
to teach the next generation of specialists 
Virginia doesn’t have enough of. Room to 
recruit the faculty other programs are 
competing for. Room to take the case no 
one else can figure out.

A building that finally matches the people 
inside it.

SURGICAL SUITES 
NEEDED 

8 1987
HOSPITAL BUILT

16,000+
ANIMALS TREATED 

ANNUALLY

97%
INCREASE IN CLASS

SIZE SINCE 1984

For 40 years, the people have been 
extraordinary. The building has stayed 
the same.

EVERY FAMILY DESERVES THE 
ANSWER THEY DROVE HERE FOR.



Every space listed here is where an animal gets 
treatment, a student learns to become a veterinarian, 
or a family waits through the hardest hour of their 
year. A gift at this level puts your values into a place 
where lives change for decades.

Gift amounts available upon request. Gifts may be made as 
outright gifts, multi-year pledges, donor-advised funds, or 
stock transfers.

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

Each of the eight suites is available for individual 
naming. This is the specific room where the surgery 
happens — where a student rotates for weeks and a 
faculty surgeon practices for a career. 

INDIVIDUAL SURGERY SUITE
TOTAL PHILANTHROPY NEEDED: $23M 

RAISED TO DATE: $8M 

REMAINING GAP: $15M 

COST TO COMPLETE SURGICAL FLOOR: $8M 

REMAINING PHILANTHROPIC GOAL: $7M The anesthesia prep area, student rounds room, and 
connecting spaces — the infrastructure that makes 
the suites function.

SPECIALTY AREA

A single naming gift for the second floor. A defining 
naming opportunity, and a lasting presence in the 
education of generations of veterinarians.

FULL SURGICAL FLOOR

The Virginia Tech Board of Visitors approves the final project scope based on confirmed donor commitments. 
Agreements must be in hand by June 7 for the surgical suites to be included in the submission for approval.

After that date, the second floor is shelled out. When the college returns to finish it, the cost is at least 
$12 million — $4 million more — on an uncertain timeline. 
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS PROJECT 
AND HOW YOU CAN IMPACT THE 
FUTURE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE:

THE NUMBERS

“THIS IS THE NEXT CHAPTER OF VETERINARY MEDICINE IN 
VIRGINIA. WE ARE LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT PARTNERS TO 

FINISH WHAT WE’ VE STARTED.”

DEAN M. DANIEL GIVENS


