
  
 
 
 

Clinical Research Project  
Client Consent Form 

 
Project Title: Use of the Spatiotemporal and Kinetic Gait Variables for Differentiation of Spinal Ataxia and Bilateral Pelvic     
                       Limb Lameness in Dogs 
Principal Investigator: Theresa E Pancotto DVM, MS, DACVIM(N), CCRP tepdvm@vt.edu  540.231.2430 

One of the missions of the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine is to create, disseminate and apply medical 
knowledge through discovery, learning, and engagement. You are invited to participate in this mission by enrolling your 
animal in a clinical teaching demonstration or experience.  Your participation is entirely voluntary, and you may withdraw 
your animal from the program at any time by notifying the Principal Investigator. There is no penalty if you choose not to 
participate. 
 
Purpose: 
Pressure sensitive walkways (PSW) are a relatively new method of gait analysis and can provide objective measure gait 
parameters in animals. A potential use is to discriminate between two conditions that can mimic each other clinically. The 
goals of this study are to describe gait parameters of dogs with pelvic limb ataxia or pelvic limb lameness and to 
determine if it is possible to discriminate cases based on gait variables in absence of a clinical examination. 
 
Study Design/Procedures: 
Each dog will be walked on a leash for 5 minutes with the handler for acclimation before data collection. An experienced 
handler will guide the dog to walk in straight line along the entire length of the Pressure Sensitive Walkway for data 
collection. At least 3 valid trials will be performed on each dog.  
 
Risks and Benefits: 
A minimal risk is expected during the study as the procedure is non-invasive with no medical or surgical intervention.  
  
Confidentiality:  
The data collected in the course of this study is confidential. In any publication or presentation of the study data, we will 
not include information that would make it possible to identify a research participant. Research records will be kept in a 
secure location; only researchers will have access to the records. 
 
Statement of Consent: 
In giving my consent by signing this form, I acknowledge that I have been informed of the purpose and nature of this study 
and its associated procedures.  
 
I have read and understood the above information. I have been given the opportunity to ask questions and receive 
answers, and I consent to participate in the study. I further certify that I am the owner (or duly authorized agent of the 
owner) of _____________________ .  
     (Animal’s name) 
 
Owner or Agent Signature: ________________________________________ Date: ________  
 
Attending Clinician Signature:  ________________________________________ Date: ________  
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns about this study. 
The research and procedures have been reviewed and approved by  the Virginia Tech Institutional Animal Care and Use 
Committee and the Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine Veterinary Teaching Hospital Board.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the study and would like to talk to someone other than the 
researchers, please contact:   

 

mailto:tepdvm@vt.edu


 
Hospital Director, Veterinary Teaching Hospital 
Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine 
Address: 245 Duck Pond Dr., Blacksburg, Virginia 24061-0443                    
Phone:  540-231-4621 
You will be given a copy of this form to keep for your records. 


